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Articles and pictures for the Catfield News
If you have an article for the magazine we would love to receive it, but please
remember to include your name as we do not print articles if we do not know who the
author is. We don’t have to print your name, but we need to know who you are.
Do you have a picture that you think would look good on the cover? We are always on
the lookout for cover pictures. Articles and pictures can either be e-mailed to one of
the team or dropped into the Catfield News box in the Catfield Stores.

CATFIELD NEWS Contacts:
Steve Beckley: Chair/Treasurer Tel: 582913 - Email: stevebeckley1@gmail.com
Heather Hollister - secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com
Judith Gardiner - judithgardiner5@aol.com
YOU CAN drop your competitions entries and /or ANY correspondence into the
CATFIELD NEWS BOX inside the Post Office, Special thanks to Vish & Karthi.
All submissions to be posted no later than the 10th of the month.
Please address your envelope to Catfield News

If you would like to view the Catfield News online
it can be found on the
Parish Council website
https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk
and the Waterside Group website
www.watersidegroup.org.uk
The Catfield News is an independent magazine with no affiliation to the Parish Council,
Church or any other body. We are a self funded magazine, produced by a group of
volunteers with the income from advertisers paying for the production costs.
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Helpful Information
Staithe Surgery Stalham

www.staithesurgery.co.uk 01692 582000
Surgery Hours
Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm
Dispensary Hours
Monday to Friday 8.45am - 5.30pm

Ludham Surgery

www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk 01692 678611
Surgery Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.30am - 6.00pm
Wednesday 8.30am - 1.00pm
Dispensary Hours
Monday, Tuesday and Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Thursday 8.30am - 6.00pm

Stalham Green Surgery

www.ludhamsurgery.nhs.uk 01692 580880
Surgery Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 8.30am - 6.00pm
Thursday 8.30am - 1.00pm
Dispensary Hours
Monday 8.30am - 6.00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Thursday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Local County Councillor

Local MP

Richard Carey Price
07880791258 (work hours)
Richard.price.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk

Duncan Baker
01692 558458
Duncan@duncanbaker.org.uk

Local Police

Local District Councillors

Pauline Grove-Jones 01692 580071
Pauline.grove-jones@north-norfolk.gov.uk
Matthew Taylor 07557097597
matthew.taylor@north-norfolk.gov.uk
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PC Matthew Pritty
Beat Manager
Hoveton Police Stn
Matthew.Pritty@Norfolk.Police.uk

What’s on in October
Scratch Band
celebrate Ralph
Vaughan Williams
Wednesday 12th
All Saints Church
7.30 pm

Quiz and Curry Night
Thursday 6th
The Crown Inn
7.30 pm
(see page 5 for more info)

(see page 19 for more info)

Farming Activities
over the Years
Photo Exhibition
Catfield Church
10.00am - 4.00pm
Saturday 8th and
Sunday 9th.

Ceilidh
Saturday 15th
in the Village Hall
7.30 pm - 10.30pm
(see page 18 for more info

(see page 19 for more info)

Parkinson’s Group

in The Crown Inn
on Tuesday 4th from 7.00pm.
Contact Dave on
07484173099

Indoor Cycling

in the Village Hall on Mondays
and Thursdays
6.45pm - 7.30pm.
Contact Jane on 07907844433

Catfield Stitching Group
in the Village Hall on
Tuesday 11th &
Tuesday 25th.
Contact Pat on 582978 or
Brenda on 678128

Catfield Crafters

in the Village Hall
Wednesday 26th
1.00pm - 3.00pm.
Contact Julie on 582934

Environmental Group Meeting
Wednesday 26th
7.00pm Village Hall

Email catfieldenvironmentalgroup@gmail.com
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Mobile Library

Wednesday 26th
10.05 - 10.20 Thorn Road
10.25 - 10. 40 Village Hall

The Crown Inn
The Street, Catfield, NR295AA
Quiz and curry night
Thursday 6th October
7pm for 7.30pm start
Max 5 per team
Booking essential
Tel 01692 580128
Email thecatfieldcrown@hotmail.com
An alternative to curry
always available
September Crossword answers
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CATFIELD PARISH COUNCILLORS
Keith Bacon
01692 581314 keithbacon@keme.co.uk
Janet Briscoe
07747033056 jandmbriscoe@btinternet.com
Graham Edwards
01692 580219 office@telecomengineering.co.uk
Mike Filgate
01692 581421 michael.filgate50@gmail.com
Jennifer Harris
07842553478
jenben.harris@gmail.com
Tim Harris (Vice Chairman) 01692 580220 tim@catfieldhall.com
Sam Hill
07881786690 samghill536@gmail.com
Nicolette Jeffreys
07966362762 nixsjeffreys@gmail.com
Angie Johnson
07770 581706 angiejohnson4@hotmail.com
Neil Jordan
07818 451907 neil.j.jordan@btinternet.com
Ray Read (Chairman)
01692 580739 cranemarie4@gmail.com
Clerk of Parish Council

07555197530

catfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com

Useful Local Contacts

Catfield Stores & Post Office

Village Hall Booking Clerk

Vish and Karthi 01692 580262

Elaine Smith 01692 580056
elainesmith364@btinternet.com

Head of Catfield Primary School

Mrs Jacqui Sinkins 01692 580568
www.swallowtailfederation.co.uk/catfield
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Catfield United Charities

Jennifer Harris 07842553478
Jenben.harris@gmail.com

Catfield Parish Council meeting highlights
Wednesday 7th September 2022


















A Parishioner queried the ease of using the noticeboard as it was heavy
and waterlogged. To be discussed.
Councillor Taylor to follow up on Victory Homes requirement to trim a
tree.
MP Duncan Baker will be running a marathon and hoping to raise
£30,000 for North Norfolk Charities. You can support him using his
website -https://www.duncanbaker.org.uk/marathon2022
PF/21/1749 Lea Road – A response to a letter sent to NNDC was
received and sent to Flagship. A parishioner suggested crowd funding to
take legal action.
PF/22/1830 St Catherine’s – Extension permission had been granted in
order to allow PC discussion. One objection had already been raised, so
a further extension would be requested to discuss next meeting.
PF/22/1976 Erection of storage building – Questions raised about access
however if Highways in agreement, then PC have no objections.
Catfield Environmental Group:
Playground planting would now be hedging and not trees.
Daffodil planting project has been advertised.
CEG to liaise with landowners regarding footpaths and environmental
matters.
Allotments – Due to miscommunications, Offer A would now be
rejected, and Offer B would be accepted with some revision.
Trend Marine to be approached to possibly assist with playground
maintenance day.
Donors of replacement bench for the Playground discussed.
Dog fouling and litter – An article to be published in the Catfield news to
advise of the problems, including vandalism of the playing field Dog Bin.
If dog fouling continues, access to dogs will be removed.
Next Meeting Wednesday 5th October at 7pm in the Village Hall
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The geese have arrived!
This year the geese are already arriving and the very recognisable sound of geese can be
heard, look into the sky and the v shape skeins of geese can be seen.
There are seven species of geese that migrate to England from the northern countries,
Iceland, Greenland, the Scandinavian countries and Russia.
This may help you identify those we will expect to see in Norfolk.
The Canada goose is one of the easiest to identify with the
dark neck and clear white collar, these are natural grazers
and will be enjoying the second growth of corn amongst the
stubble fields and later the sugar beet tops.
Just out of interest, the first Canada goose was introduced in
the seventeenth century into St James Park and breed very
successfully and like all geese are monogamous and pair for life.
Greylag are again resident in England with
approximately 46,000 breeding pairs but every winter
are joined by some 80,000 migratory birds, these come
mainly from Iceland. Although some birds have already
arrived they usually ‘lag’ behind and often don’t arrive
until late November or even early December. Hence
their name! Look for the orange bill and pink feet. This
is a large species of goose and much bigger than the
Pink Foot.
Both geese have pink legs but the Pink foot is small, has a short neck
and dark rounded head and short pink bill. Numbers are rising of
Winter visitors and some 360,000 have been recorded in Norfolk
over recent years.

Don’t forget to look out for the Egyptian geese, these are often
seen in pairs or small social groups, very vocal and can be quite
aggressive.

The most exciting visitors are those you don’t expect, there has already been a Snow
goose seen on a local field and look out for the Red breasted and White fronted goose.
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News from Catfield Environmental Group
October 2022
Thank you to everyone who has donated to our Let’s Colour Catfield daffodil
planting project. We’ve had a great response, and hope to have more
contributions at our Autumn Plant Sale on 24th September. Our group has had
lots of ideas for suitable locations and would like to hear your suggestions, so
do get in touch if you have any ideas. We will be planting the Tête-à-tête variety
of daffodil. Locations will mostly be public spaces but can also be private
spaces that are on public view, such as the grassed areas on the roadside in
front of Trend’s premises. In most cases, permission will be needed from the
landowner (we already have permission from Trend). We will not be planting in
any wild areas. Hopefully the ground will soften and we can set some planting
dates in October or November!
Many thanks also to all those who turned out for our second village-wide litter
pick on 27th August. We picked up another 13 bags of rubbish and it was
saddening to see how much is thoughtlessly discarded both in designated
recreation areas (the playing field and children’s play area) and along our
streets and lanes. Let us know if you have any ideas about how to address this.
Members of our group met two members of the local farming community
recently in an exploratory meeting to discuss how we might work together to
maintain and improve the local environment. One area in which we all, residents
and landowners alike, have a specific interest, is our public footpaths.
Sometimes it may not be immediately obvious whose responsibility a path is,
and so our group has agreed to be a conduit for any footpath issues that arise. If
you notice a problem with a footpath in the parish and are not sure which
landowner to approach, get in touch with us (details below) and we will pass the
message on.
We have learned recently that our plans to plant shrubs on the corner of New
Road and The Street have been turned down due to underlying services
infrastructure. So we are in the process of reconsidering our project and coming
up with some alternative ideas, including planters and a circular bench to go
round the existing tree. Permission will need to be granted by Norfolk County
Council Highways for any new scheme.
We have also submitted a proposal to the Parish Council to plant hedging on
both sides of the entrance to the playing field. At the Parish Council meeting on
7th September, councillors requested further information and suggested some
alternative designs.
If you’re interested in what we are doing, come along to one of our monthly
meetings – usually the fourth Wednesday in the month – there’s no obligation to
join immediately. Next dates are Wednesdays 28th September, 26th October,
23rd November and 21st December, all at the Village Hall at 7pm.
Our contact details: email catfieldenvironmentalgroup@gmail.com,
call 07932 191558 or find us on Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/CatfieldEnvironmental-Group-105881458831061.
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ThinkWilt on Belief
In Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, the self-important, deluded and ultimately discredited
character Malvolio declares, “some are born great, some achieve greatness, and
some (pointing to himself) have greatness thrust upon them”. He has been thoroughly
wound up by the other characters and led to believe that the lady Viola is hopelessly in
love with him. As a prank, his friends have, through blatantly forged letters, goaded
him into increasingly bizarre dress and behaviour and his eventual disgrace and
ridicule are an entertaining sub-plot - as well as an awful warning to treat with
scepticism anything that one is told.
In a collection of essays called Journeys in Belief*, a number of writers describe how
their beliefs evolved over the courses of their respective lives, driven in some cases by
key events, in others by diligent research and study and by encounters with individuals
whom they came to respect. These writers had variously moved out of and into
combinations of most of the major belief systems of humanity, and they support
ThinkWilt’s assertion in an earlier column that belief systems are themselves subsets
of and metaphors for a single Truth beyond our understanding.
Musing on these essays, ThinkWilt wonders whether Malvolio’s mantra can be applied
to Belief. Some are indeed born into a belief system that is built into their nation’s
culture or laws. There are countries in the world in which harsh penalties await any
that practise a belief other than that sanctioned by the state, and our own nation at
one time made church attendance a legal requirement and has over the years
persecuted, among others, Jews, Catholics and Protestant non-conformists.
Some achieve belief. They encounter an influential figure who convinces them to
follow a new path. Jesus of Nazareth was the obvious example, and his name is still
invoked by later generations, starting with St Paul, who believe they have met him in
an out-of-body experience. Later, more prosaic examples are evangelists from the
late Billy Graham to a friend in the local youth club. Other belief systems are available.
Yet others have belief thrust upon them. The practice of belief evolves over
generations, and some may feel that the belief that they have followed, perhaps for a
lifetime, is moving on to accommodate new adherents.
You pays your money (in the box on the wall, please) …… and you may or may not
have a choice.
Journeys in Belief, ed. Bernard Dixon, Allen and Unwin 1968, was published over fifty
years ago but the issues it addresses have not changed. ThinkWilt is fortunate in
owning a copy spotted by a friend.
After sailing close to the wind of controversy, striving through literary seamanship to
steer a course between the Scylla and Charybdis of banality and offence, ThinkWilt
finds himself in irons on a lee shore of fatigue and despair ….. and is taking a break.
ThinkWilt is the pen name of Richard Reid. The views expressed are his own.
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FARMING NEWS
The Queen is dead, long live the King.
Boris has gone and Liz Truss is the Prime Minister and to be fair she has hit the road running,
only time will tell if she’s a marathon runner. She’s a Brexiteer with plans to get rid of EU
legislation that is holding the Country back. I’ve met her, she’s OK.
George Eustice has gone, congratulations to Ranil. Who, I hear you say? Ranil Jayawardena is
the new Secretary of State for the Environment. What do we know about him, the answer is
very little except he’s another Brexiteer and is keen on the trade deal with Australia and New
Zealand. Let’s give him a chance before we all start moaning.
It's finally remembered how to rain and as of yesterday the rain had got 5 inches into the
ground, this will have helped harvesting potatoes, which need damp soil to cushion the
fragile potatoes. The sugar factory start date has been put back to mid-October to give the
crop a chance bulk up, hopefully the crop will soon change from a yellow/brown colour to a
yellow/green colour and produce a crop worth harvesting. Maize crops are generally terrible
but around Catfield they are OK due to the moisture retentive soil. I was watching a
harvesting gang in early September who arrived in a 12 acre field with four large tailers, the
harvester set off with one trailer and managed to get the vast majority of the field in that
trailer. I was asked by a walker how many cows would that feed in the coming winter? My
answer was hopefully one. I’ve harvested my light land maize and it was marginally better
than that field but at least I don’t have to look at it any more. Being near the river, the geese
found the maize stubble straight away and tucked into the odd cob that had actually grown
but had missed the trailer.
Drilling Autumn cereals is only a couple of weeks away and the soil is looking in good order
after the rain. We’ll have to be careful to make sure seedbeds are damp enough to chit the
seed. Drilling Oil Seed Rape has been a lottery this Autumn. It needs to be drilled and
germinate straight away, then grow away from the pests. Most farmers abandoned drilling
OSR this Autumn, in fact I’ve not seen a single field emerge yet.
The Red Deer stags have returned for the rut. These are huge animals and if you see them,
keep well away from them. I’m surprised how close they are getting to the village and
Ludham Road this year, so it’s likely there will be some interaction with people. They have
one thing on their mind and will fight if they think you might pose a threat to their hinds. I
think its access to water at Catfield which has brought so many deer to the area this year, all
my ponds have had water in them all Summer but areas around Hickling and Barton have
dried up. Its possibly that we have maize crops still to be harvested and they have been
nibbling the tasty parts of the plants, potatoes have been rooted up for the tubers and beet
crops have been decimated by them in their search for moisture.
The dry weather has caused farmers to start feeding their winter forage early, especially
where their animals graze light sandy upland fields. I think grazing upland grass needs to be
looked at by experts as it looks as though it’s producing no noticeable benefit. If it’s used as
winter feeding areas, that needs to be looked at, if it close to protected sites, as run off
causes nutrient enhancement in the sites. We’ve seen a halt to housing development
because of nutrient enhancement, nutrients coming from grazing fields are as bad, if not
worse. The idea is that SFI (Sustainable Farming Incentive) could be the solution, we ditch
the EU cross compliance (Brexit) and replace it with levels of UK management which farmers
sign up to. It’s the same but different. AWA 11.9.2022

11

CATFIELD UNITED CHARITIES
(POORS TRUST)
We would like to remind you that if you are in financial hardship
and have lived in Catfield for over three years you can contact us
at any time. Help can be offered in the form of grants at times of
specific need.
Any applications for assistance received by the trust are held in
the strictest confidence and only known to the Trustees who are
Keith Bacon, Steve Beckley, Neil Jordan, Jennifer Harris and
the Reverend Gary Noyes.
Contact details:
Keith Bacon: 01692581314
keithbacon@keme.co.uk
Chairman
Catfield United Charities

CATFIELD AND HICKLING FISHING CLUB
If anyone wishes to become a member of Catfield and Hickling fishing club membership is available to all residents of Catfield and Hickling
at a cost of £5 for the 2022 / 2023 season.
To apply please contact
Keith Bacon: 01692581314 keithbacon@keme.co.uk

If you would like a copy of the full P C Minutes please contact the Parish Clerk,
catfieldparishcouncil@gmail.com . The minutes can also be viewed on the Parish
Council website https://catfieldparishcouncil.norfolkparishes.gov.uk and are
displayed on the notice board outside the Village Hall.
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All Saints’ Church Catfield
October Services
Sunday 2nd October 10am Benefice Holy Communion at Ludham
Rev'd Gary Noyes
Sunday 9th October 6.00pm “Songs of Praise” for Harvest followed by shared
supper in Catfield church
LLMT Judith Gardiner
Sunday 16th October 10am Joint Holy Communion at Catfield
Rev'd Gary Noyes
Sunday 23rd October 10am Joint Holy Communion at Potter Heigham
Rev’d Gary Noyes
Sunday 30th October 10an Songs of Praise Joint Service at Potter Heigham
LLMT Judith Gardiner
Catfield and Potter Heigham have joint church services and everyone is very
welcome to join us.
Come ye thankful people, come
Since this time last month so many things have changed. We have a new set of ministers
and prime minister. Her Majesty the Queen has died and we have a new King.
We are accustomed to changes of politicians, but a change of Head of State is something
with which most of us are unfamiliar.
Given that the Queen was 96 years old when she died, I am struck by how shocked
people were when they heard the news. The efficiency of the organisation around all the
associated events has been remarkable, as is the fellowship among the vast crowds
waiting to file past the Queen’s coffin. We are often told that we are a divided society, but
an outside observer would never draw that conclusion on seeing the behaviour of the
crowds. In our villages we have held special services to give thanks for the life of the
Queen and to pray for the King.
Now life goes on and we give thanks for the harvest. In a year of extreme climate activity
and after many dry months the rain came, and the fields and gardens changed almost
overnight. Our lawns are green again, everything looks more alive and we are very
thankful. In our harvest festival services we are able to praise God and give thanks for the
harvest. We also think about those who would find it difficult to give thanks for anything.
People are struggling, not only in parts of the world where severe poverty is the norm for
whatever reason, but also in this country where the cost of housing, heating and lighting,
food shopping and cooking are escalating. At this time of harvest, a time of thankfulness
and hope, we share what we have as we are able, and we know that with our
determination and God’s help, things will improve.
In the great message of hope given by God to Mother Julian of Norwich, “all shall be
well, and all shall be well and all manner of thing shall be well”
Lynda Savage, Authorised Worship Assistant

13

October at the Museum of the Broads
Now the nights are drawing in, our thoughts may turn
to ghost stories. With Hallowe’en at the end of the
month, the Museum of the Broads is a great place to
find out more. From Thursday 20 October to Sunday
30 October, you can enjoy a special Hallowe’en Trail
for families. Discover the ghosts of the Broads, see
where and when they haunt, and watch out for the
Museum’s own witch hiding in the shadows! If you
are brave enough to find the clues and complete the
trail, you can earn a spooky prize too. All included in
Museum entry.
Make a day of it and bring a picnic to share with family, friends, and the dog,
or buy hot and cold drinks, ice creams, and light snacks. The Museum is a
great place to enjoy riverside wildlife and watch the world go by.
You can also take a river trip on board our steam launch, Falcon, or Marsh
Harrier, our accessible electric boat, and spot even more wildlife from this
unique and quiet launch.
The Museum is open on Sundays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and some Wednesdays
until 30 October. See our website for prices, availability and full details.
The Museum of the Broads, Poor’s Staithe, Stalham, NR12 9DA, 01692 581681
www.museumofthebroads.org.uk on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram
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Chef’s Specials
Two-Tone Bread
Ingredients
Makes 2 loaves
1 ½ tbsp dried yeast
120ml warm water
70g caster sugar
700g strong white flour
½ tbsp salt
600ml warm milk
75g butter or margarine, melted and cooled
3tbsp treacle or molasses
300g strong wholemeal flour
Method
1.
Dissolve the yeast in the water with 1 teaspoon of sugar.
2.
Sift 360g of the white flour, the remaining sugar and salt into a large warm bowl.
Make a well in the centre and put in the yeast, milk and butter (or margarine).
Gradually draw the flour into the liquids and mix to a smooth soft batter.
3.
Divide the batter in half and put one portion in another bowl. To the first half add
300g white flour and mix together to a soft dough. If necessary, add a little more
flour or warm water.
4.
Turn the dough on to a lightly floured surface and knead until it is smooth and
elastic. Shape into a ball, put it in a greased bowl and rotate to grease the dough all
over. Cover the bowl with a towel or cling film.
5.
To the second portion of batter, add the treacle and wholemeal flour. Mix to
combine well. Add enough of the remaining white flour to make a soft dough. Turn
on to a lightly floured surface and knead until smooth and elastic. Shape into a ball,
put in a greased bowl and cover.
6.
Leave the dough to rise in a warm place for about 1-1 ¼ hours until doubled in size.
Grease two 21x11cm loaf tins.
7.
Knock back the dough to deflate it. Divide each ball in half. On a lightly floured
surface, roll out half of the light dough to a rectangle about 31x20cm. Roll out half
of the dark dough to a rectangle of the same size.
8.
Set the dark dough rectangle atop the light one. Roll up tightly from a short side.
Set in a greased tin. Repeat with the remaining dark and light doughs. Cover the
tins and leave the dough to rise for about ¾ - 1 hour until doubled in size.
9.
Preheat oven to 200C. Bake the loaves for 30-35 minutes.
D.S.
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October Notice Board
Did you hear the bells on the evening of the 8th September? Diana Rackham
went down and tolled the bell 96 times on hearing of the death of Her
Majesty, Queen Elizabeth ll and at lunchtime on the Saturday, Greg Edwards,
Catfield Tower Captain joined with bell ringers from all over the Country to toll
and mark her passing. Thank you

A Service of Thanksgiving for the Life and Reign of Her Majesty Queen
Elisabeth II was held in All Saints’ Church, Catfield on 16th September.

In September we saw the last of a long series of Nature Notes from J & C.
J &C. took over writing the nature notes in December 2011 and has
produced a page of notes for the magazine every month from then up to
September 2022. They have always been topical, interesting and different
and a real addition to the magazine.
Thanks J &C. for your monthly notes I’m sure they will be missed by many
of our readers.

A belated thanks to Jane Turner for the series of fitness and wellbeing
articles that she has written for us.
Jane’s first article was published in the May 2019 issue and she went on to
produce interesting and informative pages monthly, helping to keep us
motivated through lockdown and beyond. Let’s hope that we have not
heard the last from Jane.

16

Catfield Ceilidh

The ceilidh held in the village hall on July 23rd raised the magnificent sum of
£370 for church funds. Many thanks to all who helped in any way to make
this a very successful evening, the Occasional Ceilidh Band for their
wonderful tunes, Rod for his expert calling , David for selling the beer, those
who made the delicious puddings, those who gave raffle prizes, the ladies
who helped in the kitchen and those who helped in the hall.
It was lovely to see everyone having such an enjoyable evening, our next
ceilidh will be held in the village hall on October 15 th, see page 18 for more
details. Book early to avoid disappointment.
Monica Mobbs

Would you like to write a monthly gardening article for the magazine?
Are you are a keen gardener who would like to share your passion and
expertise and write a monthly article for the magazine.
If so we would love to hear from you
email secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com

How can we improve the magazine?
What do you like and not like about the magazine?
If you have any ideas for new articles or ways we can improve the magazine
please email secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com

Sylvia is looking for swimmers for her ladies group.
Thursday nights 6pm to 7pm.
For more information contact Sylvia on 01692 583151 or 07470655799

One Liner:

A wise man knows he is a fool.

17

Ceilidh
With

“The Occasional Ceilidh
Band”
and caller

Catfield Village Hall
NR29 5AA

7.30pm – 10.30pm
£9 per person
To include Ploughman’s supper
and dessert
Raffle

Saturday Oct. 15th 2022
for All Saints’ Church funds
Please book to help with catering:Monica/Barry 01692 581587
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WANTED
Photographs of farming activities over the years to be copied for an Exhibition in
Catfield Church over our Harvest festival weekend.
Open 10-4 daily, Saturday and Sunday 8th and 9th October.
Please phone 01692 580391 to arrange collection.
Do come and join us, refreshments available all weekend.

Open evening to celebrate the hymnody
of Ralph Vaughan Williams
On Wednesday 12th October, at 7.30pm,
Waterside Benefice Scratch Band
(the music group for Ludham, Catfield and Potter Heigham churches)
will be holding an open evening at All Saints Church, Catfield,
to celebrate the hymnody of Ralph Vaughan Williams
and to mark the 150th anniversary of his birth.
You are very welcome to come along to play, sing or listen.
Refreshments will be provided.
If you would like to know more about the band or event please contact David Frost on
07907 607630 or Ros Wilson on 01692 597 120, email rosamundwilson@hotmail.co.uk
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How long does buying a property really take and how can you
speed things up?
Buying a house is a complicated process.
A legal professional must ensure there are no issues with the property you buy. And, as with
many things that involve legal professionals, it seems as if it takes forever!
Surely, once you have the mortgage all agreed upon, you can just move in, right? What else is
there?
Quite a lot.
There are draft contracts. The sellers' solicitor will prepare these and send them to the buyer's
solicitor. Once received, the buyers' solicitor will make amendments and raise questions about
the property to ensure that this contract is correct and safe for you to sign.
Then there are the searches. Paid for by the buyers, these checks are to check that there are no
issues around the land you're hoping to buy.
Based on these searches, the buyers' solicitor will raise further questions.
It sounds relatively simple, but each property, search, and title plan are unique, and there is a lot
of to-ing and fro-ing between the solicitors. How many queries and how simple they are to
answer will determine how long this process can take.
It can be delayed further if the sellers don't know the answers and therefore have to go and find
out.
It is very tricky to predict what will come up when you are selling a property unless you pay for
the searches to be done in advance. But unfortunately, the buyer's lender will not usually accept
searches carried out by the seller. They expire after 3 months, so this would only work if you
managed to market, sell and complete a sale on the property within 3 months.
Once you've agreed on the contracts and all possible questions have been answered, it's time to
sign the paperwork and agree on a date for moving.
Of course, the buyer will need to have arranged finances, and the sellers will need to arrange
somewhere to move to simultaneously with the solicitor's work. If the sellers are buying
somewhere onwards, they will also have to go through the whole process as buyers.
Arranging a completion date can pose a problem, particularly if a chain is involved.
Usually, the legal process of buying or selling a property would take an average of 10 - 12 weeks.
According to Rightmove.co.uk, the time from accepted offer to completion is now taking an
average of 150 days. "there are currently more than half a million homes sold subject to
contract, with buyers eagerly awaiting completion. That's 44% more than in 2019."
What can you do to speed things up?
-Be prepared - have as much of your paperwork, ID, information, evidence etc.
-Be reasonable - flexibility will make the process less stressful for you.
-Be proactive - when your solicitor asks questions, respond quickly.
-Communication - stay in touch. Follow up with your buyer, seller, agents, financial advisor and
solicitor weekly.
Daniel Trett

e-mail Daniel@trettphillipsresidential.co.uk tel: 01692 531400
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NWT Hickling Broad

It was a relief to finally see some rainfall in September. I think we’d all started
wondering when or if it would come at all. The long hot dry summer brought
some unusual bird species to Norfolk. Eight adult bee-eaters began excavating
nest burrows at Trimingham in June and in August the chicks fledged. At the
reserve in September we had visits from two birds rarely seen in the UK. The
first was an Eleonoras Falcon, a bird reported in the UK on only seven
occasions up to 2019, since then it has been sighted on at least four occasions
in the UK, three of which have been in Norfolk, it would usually be seen in the
southern Mediterranean. The second was a juvenile red-footed falcon a species
that we have seen almost annually here over the last few years. They breed in
Eastern Europe and central Asia and over winter in Africa south of the Sahara.
Last call for boat trips! If you haven’t ventured out on one of our guided water
trails this year, time is running out as the trips stop operating this season at the
end of October. We run three a day, a two hour tour in the morning and two,
one hour trips in the afternoon. Do give us a call to book on 01692 598276.
For more information about the reserve visit our website.
www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk
Rachel Frain – Senior Visitor Centre Coordinator Hickling Broad

Eleonoras Falcon by Mick Saunt

Red-footed Falcon by Lynne Warner
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Halloween Quiz

Across
5. Fear of Halloween
8.This ghost wanders around Highgate,
London
9.Original Jack o'Lanterns
11.Witches pet
12.Original Celtic festival
13.We created the first people scarecrows
14.Famous magician died on this night

Down
1.Fruity Halloween game
2.Where they celebrate Día de los
Muertos
3.Who took Halloween to US
4.Meaning of Wicce
6.Famous scary movie
7.Tradition for kids
10.Halloween veg
13.Like Casper

Give our new crossword a go and have a chance of wining a £5 voucher to
spend in the Village Shop.
Put your entry in the Catfield News box in the shop by 10th October, or if you prefer email your
answers to secretarycatnews1@btinternet.com
Answers to September crossword can be found on page 5
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WROXHAM & HOVETON LIONS CLUB (Extract from report)
Now that autumn is upon us let’s hope we all enjoyed our lovely hot summer.
As we approach winter, our first fund raising event is the Craft Fair, being held on Sunday
October 2nd at the Broadland Youth and Community Centre on Stalham Road Hoveton. Why not
come along and see the lovely variety of crafts there and maybe start buying some early Christmas
presents! Entry is free and, as usual, refreshments, including bacon rolls, will be available.
As promised in last month’s report, we are can announce that the final sum raised by this year’s
Hoveton Village Charity Fete was £2,904. Once again, thank you to everyone who supported us
on the day.
It was sad to hear of the death of Lesley Bryan, one of our past lions, who we must credit for
settling up the Lions Charity shop in the Precinct in Hoveton and was manageress for several
years. Our condolences go out to the family.
Terry Vout
Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club sponsors Lions Roar 2022 Competition
Terry Vout, President of Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club said “we are excited to be able to
support this youth initiative, to give children and young people the opportunity to think big and
create world changing ideas through the Lions Roar 2022 competition.”
The Lions Roar Competition is run in partnership with the education company, 8billionideas. It
benefits schools by enhancing life skills that meet all of the personal, social and health education
curriculum requirements.
There are around 20,000 pupils taking part this year in over 100 schools supported by Lions
Clubs from across the British Isles. If you would like to know more about the Lions Roar 2022
competition, please view the montage of last year’s competition https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=xswXkG0XrCY
Wroxham & Hoveton Lions Club supports a range of youth initiatives where you can get
involved, please contact us on president@wroxhamandhovetonlions.org
NOTES
For more information about Lions Clubs of the British Isles, contact the Lions Public Relations
Officer, Mandy Broadbent on 01204 435340 or email: mandy@lionsclubs.co.uk
About 8billionideas
The Lions Roar 2022 competition is run in partnership with 8billionideas.
8billionideas is an award winning education company whose mission is to give every student on
the planet the skills and belief to change the world.
8billionideas has been recognised from organisations both inside and outside of education for their
forward thinking approach to giving students the skills and beliefs to change the world.
To find out more about 8billionideas, visit www.8billionideas.com
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/8billionideas/
or Tweet #lionsandkidzroar on https://twitter.com/8billionideas
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Sea Palling Independent Lifeboat

The Trustees and Crew of the Sea Palling Lifeboat are deeply saddened
by the death of Her Majesty The Queen. Our thoughts and condolences
are with the Royal Family.

SUDOKU

Last Month’s Solution

Complete the grid so that every row, Column and
every 3x3 box contains Every digit from 1 to 9
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2

5
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You can freshen artificial flowers, whether they are made of silk or synthetic
fabric, by placing them in a paper bag with 50g of salt. Give the bag a few gentle shakes
and the flowers will come out looking crisp and bright
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CATFIELD STORES
& POST OFFICE
Opening hours

Monday to Friday 7.00am - 8.00pm
Saturday & Sunday 8.00am - 8.00pm
Bank Holidays
8.00am - 8.00pm

Tel: 01692 583489

THE CROWN INN
The Street, Catfield NR29 5AA - 01692 580128
www.catfieldcrown.co.uk
Email us at thecatfieldcrown@hotmail.com

Monday
Tuesday to Thursday

Bar

Saturday

Closed
12.00pm
6.00pm
12.00pm
5.00pm
12.00pm

Sunday

12.00pm - 10.30pm

Friday

-

2.30pm
10.30pm
2.30pm
11.00pm
11.00pm

Food
12.00pm - 2.00pm
6.00pm - 9.00pm
12.00pm - 2.00pm
5.00pm - 9.00pm
12.00pm - 2.00pm
6.00pm - 9.00pm
12.00pm - 8.30pm
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Takeaways available
5pm to 9pm Fridays
6pm to 9pm on all
other open days

THIS ADVERITISING SPACE
COULD BE YOURS
for £50.00 for a year
Contact
stevebeckley1@gmail.com
for more information

Norfolk Maids Domestic
Cleaning Services.
Weekly or fortnightly cleans
at a time to suit you.
Same cleaner each time.
Competitive rates.

For more information contact us by phone,
WhatsApp or Messenger on 07788532229
Email-enquiries@norfolkmaids.co.uk
www.norfolkmaids.co.uk

Companionship Care
Experienced carer, dementia trained.
Person centred care tailored to meet
individual needs of the client.
Company, understanding, mental
stimulation, a listening ear.
Practical help with meal preparation,
shopping, appointments, outings.
DBS, Covid vaccinated, references supplied.
For more information
please call: 01692 670234

Edward Boardman
LOCAL FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONAL

Providing complete foot care
in the comfort of your own home
5 DAYS A WEEK
Treatments include
Corn/Hard Skin Removal, Other Foot Treatments, Long Nails Cut

t:01603 737452 m:07765 893913
e:edboardman@googlemail.com
www.edboardmanfoothealth.co.uk

27

BURE VALLEY WOODBURNERS
Multi Fuel Burners installed.
Chimney Repairs. Fireplaces.
HETAS REGISTERED

Chris Beardsmore
Tel: 01603 736073 or 07717574659
Chris@burevalleywoodburners.co.uk
BUILDING WORK

Extensions. Renovations. Garden Walls
Lime Mortar Work. Fascias. Guttering.
www.burevalleywoodburners.co.uk

Your Friendly, Local Electrician
Lighting Design Specialist

Electric Heating, Storage heaters, Security lighting,
Showers, Repair/Testing, Water Heaters, Emergency Breakdowns

All work fully guaranteed,
free advice, survey & estimates
Broadland & North Norfolk Area
GLEN ROGERS ELECTRICAL LTD
Tel: 01692 538515 Mob: 07774 103426

www.glenrogerselectrical.co.uk

Irstead Cottage, The Shoals, Irstead, Norfolk NR12 8XS

Murrant Family Funeral Services
Family Owned Independent Funeral Directors
Michael & Lynn Murrant & Sarah Woodhall
For 24 hour personal attention

14 The Green
Martham
NR29 4PA
Telephone: 01493 748613
e-mail: info@murrantfunerals.co.uk
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CLEARVIEW
Financial Consultants Ltd.
1 Burgh Road, Aylsham,
Norfolk NR11 6AJ
An unbiased whole of market service, offering
tailored & accountable advice.
Investment Planning & Reviews
Inheritance Tax/Wealth Preservation
Care Cost Advice-Personal Protection Policies
Pensions & Retirement Options.
Home appointments to suit your diary
Office: 01263 734859 Mob: 07584030071

Broadland Fuels
Your local & reliable fuel supplier
For a competitive price, with a
great service, call us today on …

01493 748 888

Part of NWF Fuels

Shop Open: MON-SAT: 6am to 9pm - SUN: 7am to 9pm
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Green Gardens
Landscaping
est 2001
patios, turfing, fencing and planting
from one off jobs to complete redesigns
www.greengardensnorfolk.co.uk

Contact Chris on

Loads from £60

01692 581453
07553 926892

Rob The Window Cleaner
Your Traditional Local Window Cleaner
Reasonable Quotes for your Windows,
Gutters, Conservatories & Fascias

Learn to
Drive!

L Fully Quailified A.D.I.

with

Pam’s

L Full one hour lessons

Academy
of
Motoring
Call Now

Contact Rob on
07729833666

L Instruction tailored to meet your needs
L Motorway Refresher Courses
L Nervous pupils welcome
L Discount on Pre-Paid Block booking
L Pass Plus Scheme
L Air conditioned/Duel controlled car

07772 189210

ALEX WILLIAMS
JOINERY
TRADEBASE, CATFIELD
07899 793768

30

DORRINGTONS
Cess-pool & Septic tank Emptying Service

Barry Dorrington
Proprietor

TEL: 01692 584233
MOB: 07775 995407

www.dorringtonscesspool.co.uk
barry@dorringtonscesspool.co.uk

Chestnuts, Wood St. Catfield, Norfolk NR29 5DF

Sparkling Cleaning Services
From one off to every week we do it all

Lauren/Shel
Cleaner/House keeper
Family run business

All domestic cleaning,
ironing. Holiday lets.
End of tenancy and
much more.
Contact for more
Information
07908628822

sparklingcleaningservices58@gmail.com

SYDNEY HOUSE
Residential Care Home for Older people,
Providing 24hr Person Centred Care for
those needing long or short term Care.
Also Day Care provision.
Brochures and charges are available on request
Please ring 01692 580520
Teighan.burrows@norsecare.co.uk

LUDHAM BUTCHER
Our own Sausages & Burgers
made on site
Local Pies & Bacon sold
Local quality beef, pork &
lamb

Ludham (01692) 678226
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Lockwood Plumbing
Heating & Gas Services Ltd
Free Quotations
Boiler Installations and Services
Services on Gas, LPG & Oil Appliances
All Plumbing Jobs Undertaken

01692 580547 07765850365
www.lockwoodplumbing.com
Gas Safe & Oftec Registered

Flower Moments
Beautiful Flowers for All Occasions
OBJ

35a High Street, Stalham, NR12 9AH

Tel. (01692) 584804
www.flowermoments.com

H O RI ZO N
M O T Ce n t re

Class 4, 5, 7, Cars, Large Vans,
Minibuses, Campers and Motorcycles
too.

C AT FI E L D
♦ FREE RE-TEST
♦ FREE BULB FITTING
♦ FREE WIPER BLADE FITTING

Jeckells

♦ REPAIRS CAN BE DONE ON SITE

Upholsterers, Covermakers & Chandlers

Unit One,Horizon Estate, Catfield,
Great Yarmouth NR29 5BG

Telephone and Fax
(01692) 582101
Mobile 07774 734369

To update the upholstery in your
home, boat or caravan, call for a
free quotation.
Tel:01603 784488
email: jeckells@jeckells.net

Riverside Road, Wroxham NR12 8UQ.
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STEPHANIE ROWLAND

NVQ Level 3 Hairstylist
THE LITTLE STYLING HOUSE
| Arcacia
| The Street
| Catfield
For all your styling needs NR29 5AZ 07809442202

Platten Pest Control
Specialising in the Management of Wasps,
Rats,Mice, Moles, Rabbits, Squirrels etc.
Commercial, Agricultural and Domestic
Locally Based, Family Run Business

01692 670219

Please contact us on for a no obligation quotation:

Tel/Fax: 01692 631173 Mobile 07711391839
Web:
www.norfolkpestcontrol.co.uk
Email: plattenpestcontrolnorfolk@gmail.com

The Cats Whiskers

Colin the Plumber

For Repairs and Renewal
of all types of Domestic
Plumbing e.g.
Bathrooms,
Radiators, Stopcocks,
Ball Valves and
Burst Pipes etc.
Please call: Colin at home on

High Street, Ludham, NR29 5QQ
Pre-booked appointments only
Debbie - Hairdressing
Wednesdays & Fridays
07771677447
Lisa - Hairdressing
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays
07733322413
Holly - Nail Tech
Tuesday & Wednesday evenings, Saturdays
07493482281

01692 670657 or Mob: 07990 650331

Ludham Carpets

Carpets and vinyl flooring supplied and fitted,
samples brought to your home, furniture
moved and replaced as well as old flooring
removed and disposed of. We also offer
carpet and upholstery cleaning.
07841277482 or 01692678322
www.ludhamcarpets.co.uk
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SUTTON GARDEN & AQUATIC CENTRE

P&A Plant Supplies Ltd

The Street, Sutton, Norfolk NR12 9RA
COME AND SEE US!!
The Street Sutton NR12 9RA
Tel:- 01692 580424 Email:
info@suttonbuildingsupplies.co.uk

AQUATICS CENTRE
OPEN AS USUAL

PONDS, LINERS
FILTERS, PUMPS

FISH FOOD,
TREATMENTS, SPARES
FOR YOUR REPAIRS

COMPOST, TOP SOIL.
GARDEN CERAMIC POTS
A WHOLE RANGE OF
HARDWARE GOODS
CALL IN AND SEE US!!

Tel: 01692 580424
OPEN DAILY 9am - 5pm
SUNDAYS CLOSED

BUILDING SUPPLIES,
AGGREGATES, CEMENT, TIMBER
PAVING, FENCING, BRICKS,
BLOCKS, DECKING,
INSULATION, DRY LINING,
CELOTEX
SLEEPERS, DECORATIVE STONE
PAINT, STAIN,
FENCE &WOOD TREATMENTS
PLUMBING, DRAINAGE FITTINGS
GUTTERING & DOWNPIPES
D.I.Y.SUPPLIES,
SHEDS, SUMMERHOUSES
GREENHOUSES,
LOG CABINS, STORAGE &
GARAGES
OPEN DAILY 8am- 5pm
SAT 8am-12 noon
SUNDAY CLOSED

Property maintenance for
HOME& BUSINESS
All Work Undertaken
Tel: 01692 598430
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BROADLAND HOUSE
VETERINARY SURGERY
High Street, Stalham,
Norfolk NR12 9AH
Tel: 01692 580171
Fax: 01692 580577
Hilary WARNER BSc, BVM&S, Cert VC
MRCVS

And Associate.
Veterinary Surgeons

CONSULTATIONS BY APPOINTMENT
RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS
Church of England
All Saints’ Church, Catfield

Service – See page 10 for details.

Rev’d Gary Noyes - 01692 678842
e-mail granoyes@gmail.com
Judith Gardiner - Church Warden
01692 580391
Dr Keith Bacon - Church Warden
01692 581314

Baptist
Baptist Chapel, Stalham

See www.stalhambaptist.org.uk for
latest updates

Pastor – Rev. Ron
Skivington – 01692 582091

Roman Catholic
Saint Helens, Hoveton
Sacred Heart,
N. Walsham

See
www.sacredheartnorthwalsham.com
for latest updates

Father James Walsh
– 01692 403258

Methodist
Ludham

See www.eangliamethodist.org.uk or
facebook pages for latest updates

Rev. Andrew King
– 01493 750799
Alan Croft - Steward
- 01692 582104

Saint Fursey’s
Orthodox Christian Centre,
Sutton

See website – www.saintfursey.uk

Rev. Stephen Weston
– 01692 580552
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Matrimonial and Family Law
We currently offer a fixed fee initial appointment.
Please see our website for further details.
To book a consultation please contact Dawn Pennell on 01692 581231
or by email to d.pennell@capronandhelliwell.co.uk
6 High Street, STALHAM, Norfolk, NR12 9AN
01692 581231
Broads Centre, WROXHAM, Norfolk, NR12 8AJ 01603 783818
Station Road, WROXHAM, Norfolk, NR12 8UR
01603 783818
www.capronandhelliwell.co.uk
enquiries@capronandhelliwell.co.uk
CATFIELD NEWS – Contributions & Advertisements
Items for inclusion need to be received no later than 10 th of each month. Items can be
e-mailed to the team, contacts detailed on page 2, or left in the Catfield News box in the
Village Shop. Articles should be no more than 400 words and have the contributor’s name
attached, but the name does not have to appear in the magazine.
The Catfield News aims to be a magazine of local news and events and although we cannot
always guarantee to include all items received, we will always give priority to Catfield news and
events. If you have something you would like published in the magazine, please contact one of
the team. For Business advertisements or small Classified Ads., please contact one of the
Catfield News Team for details.
Catfield News items are published in good faith with every effort made to ensure accuracy of
content as given to us. No liability can be accepted for inconvenience arising from error or
omission. The views expressed in Catfield News are not necessarily the views of the Team.
We are dependent on our contributors for content. Sometimes the material they submit may
have copyright attached, and we ask our contributors to check if this is the case. Nevertheless,
sometimes material gets past our extensive editorial process. If we have inadvertently reprinted
copyright material please accept our apologies. If any copyright holder feels they have had their
work taken without permission, please contact the Catfield News Team and we will ensure due
acknowledgement is made.
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